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CALAPAN CITY — In cognizance of Oriental Mindoro’s 69th Found-

ing Anniversary with the theme FIESTA MAHALTA NA!  the Pro-

vincial Government of Oriental Mindoro through the Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office conducted the Oriental Mindoro Product 

Expo on November 11-14, 2019 at the Provincial Capitol 

Grounds, Camilmil, Calapan City. The activity which aims  to 

showcase, promote and market the province’s agricultural prod-

ucts and farm tourism services.  

     The Product Expo was formally open with a ribbon cutting cere-
mony led by Provincial Governor Humerlito A. Dolor, Vice Gover-
nor Antonio “CA” Perez, Provincial Board Members, Municipal 
Mayors and Provincial Agriculturist Christine M. Pine. The activity 
was participated by 15 local government units of the province, 10 
learning site/ farm tourism site operators, and 5 national govern-
ment agencies who all meticulously dressed their respective 
booths.  
     The public and visitors were indulged with a variety of agricul-
tural products both fresh and processed, and entice them of on 
the services and attractions the participating farm tourism sites 
has offered.  

The Oriental Mindoro Product Expo draws 31 participating exhibitors and generates a 

total of P736,254 during its four-day run at the Provincial Capitol Grounds, Calapan 

City on November 11-14, 2019. 

     The activity also intended to serve as platform to highlight the 

agriculture and tourism investment potentials of the province 

that may open opportunities to enhance and maximize economic 

returns. It features the unique and diverse products of the prov-

ince, as well as its very own agricultural learning / farm tourism 

sites.● 

Governor Humerlito “Bonz” A. Dolor visiting the Kuatro 

Maria’s Agro-Ecological Farm booth during the Oriental 

Mindoro Product Expo. November 11, 2019. 
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PAgO trains farmers on rice-based product processing 

Commodities of Oriental Mindoro. 

Aside from training, PAgO likewise ex-

tends supports through financial assis-

tance, provisions of equipment and 

materials, organizational development 

in an effort to boost value addition and 

help farmers and Rural Based Organiza-

tions established their own agri-based 

enterprise.  

Food technology experts from MINSCAT 

led by Mr. Ronnie Magsino, Mr. Mario 

de Castro and Kester Paul Adeva served 

as the training instructors.● 

PAgO conducts internal and external review 

of its 2019 Programs and Activities 

     To evaluate the performance of the office in the implementation of its programs and 

services this 2019, the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted a Year-End Assessment 

of 2019 Programs and Services at Vencio’s Garden Hotel and Restaurant on December 

17, 2019.  

     PAgO’s three divisions, Fisheries and Coastal Resource Management Services, Agro 

Technology Resource Management Services and Technical Support Services, presented 

their accomplishments, as well as all issues and concerns encountered in the conduct of 

their respective programs and activities.  PAGO invited external reviewers from several 

NGAs, namely, Roberto R. Abrera, BFAR-Asst. Regional Director, Mr. Jesse Pine, DOST-

Provincial Director, two personnel from Provincial Planning and Development Office 

(PPDO), Mr. Renel T. Dela Torre and Mr.  Nestor M. Manongsong, and a representative 

from economic sector, Engr. Ray T.  Goco, who shared their constructive comments, 

suggestions and recommendations.  

     Mr. Dela Torre stated that this initiative needs to be sustained for continual improve-

ment of PAgO’s programs and services to propel the agricultural industry towards inclu-

sive rural growth. 

     Provincial Agriculturist's Christine M. Pine who delivered the synthesis of the activity is 

grateful of the inputs of the reviewers as it would  further improve the implementation 

of PAgO’s programs and services. Likewise she congratulated the whole PAgO staff for a 

job well done. ●  (By Lariza Garcia) 

Calapan City— The Provincial 

Agriculturist’s Office trains 

some 31 farmers on rice-

based product processing 

held on October 1-3, 2019 at 

the Food Innovation Center, 

Mindoro State College Cala-

pan City campus. The three-

day training aims to promote 

value addition to maximize 

profitability and create suc-

cessful agri-based enter-

prises. In partnership with MINSCAT Calapan 

City, farmers were trained in making rice 

coffee and rice milk with chocolate and bana-

na flavors. Other products like rice maca-

roons, rice brownies and flavoured rice pol-

voron were also demonstrated. The partici-

pants also had an exercise on product packag-

ing and labelling as well as a discussion on 

production cost and product safety. 

Ms. Kristia Trixia Luz M. Barcelona, PAgO 

Food Technologist led the training facilitators’ 

team.  She said that the training is part of the 

several activities of PAgO under the banner 

program of Value Addition of Agricultural 

The training participants immersed themselves in the preparation of rice 

macaroons. PAgO Photo—October 2, 2019. 

PA Christine M. Pine (above)  presented the Agricultural Situationer of OrMin. 

Lower photo shows the external reviewers and PAgO technical personnel. 

Visit PAgO’s Agri-InfoHub www.orminagri.com 
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     BACO, Oriental Mindoro—In its continued effort to help the 

Indigenous People’s abaca farming livelihood in the upland are-

as, the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office recently conducted a 

Training Course on Harvesting, Grading and Classification of Aba-

ca Fiber held on October 29-30, 2019 at Baco, Oriental Mindoro. 

In partnership with the Philippine Fiber Development Authority, 

the activity is a follow-up of the various technical capacitation 

and assistance provided to the IP communities and upland farm-

ers geared towards the development of the local abaca industry 

and a stable livelihood for these communities. 

     Mr. Danilo Umalmon of Lantuyang, Baco, was thankful of the 

opportunity as it gives them new knowledge and idea on how to 

differentiate prices of abaca fibers based on classification. 

Umalmon is one of the 52 participants mostly IPs and upland 

farmers.  

     Mr. Rolando N. Aquino, Senior Fiber Development Officer of 

PhilFIDA Regional Office IV and Ms. Arlyn G. Lantican, Fiber De-

velopment Officer of PhilFIDA Provincial Office shared their ex-

pertise on abaca harvesting techniques and grading and classifi-

cation of fibers. They were joined by Mr. Dante Lantican, Senior 

Research Specialist also of PhilFIDA.  

     The Municipal Agriculture Office of Baco, headed by Mr. Hilar-

io Bacay also extended assistance by providing the venue and 

transportation of the participants. The municipality of Baco has 

the largest area of abaca planted in the province, its 200 hec-

tares of abaca plantation is almost half of the province’s total.● 

PAgO continues to support IP’s in 

abaca farming           By JBay-ongan and FCruzat 

     The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office and the Malampaya Founda-

tion, Inc. conducted the 7th Environmental Youth Action Camp on 

November 4-6, 2019 at the Oceana Beach Resort, Dulangan, Puerto 

Galera. Attended by 80 youths, mostly Senior High School students 

from Calapan, Baco, San Teodoro and Puerto Galera, EYAC aims to 

educate and strengthen the youth’s passion in the conservation 

and protection of coastal and marine habitat. 

     The three-day camp enriched the participants’ knowledge and 

awareness on coastal habitats and the several factors that pose 

threats to its existence. They were likewise toured on different hab-

itat ecosystems such as beach forest and mangrove, seagrass and 

reef to give them better appreciation of its importance. Other top-

ics that were discussed are Environmental and Fishery Laws, Ma-

rine Protected Areas, Solid Waste Management, Conservation and 

Protection of the Tamaraw and its habitat, as well as topics on dis-

aster risk reduction and first aid.  

     The culmination program was highlighted by the participants’ 

choreographed presentation “Indayog ng Kalikasan” as they inter-

preted nature’s beauty through dance. The facilitating team is com-

posed of PagO’s Fishery and Coastal Resource Management staff 

Jelisa Dimaano and Nerissa Cuna and MFI staff Jimmy Rey Remotin, 

Felinell Nagpala and Vejuna Castro. They were also joined by Grace 

Pileño, the CRM Coordinator of Puerto Galera. 

     Engagement of the youth sector has been actively pursued by 

PAgO through IEC activities, youth camps and 4H Congress among 

others. These activities are designed not just to create awareness 

and instil among them the importance of agriculture and fishery 

but as way also of encouraging them to take up courses in agricul-

ture and fisheries. ● 

PAgO, MFI holds 7th Envi Youth Camp 

By JDimaano and NCuna 
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The training participants together with the PAgO training team led by Engr. 

Jefte Bay-ongan (seated 1st on left) and the resource persons Ms. Arlyn Lanti-

can, Mr. Dante Lantican and Mr. Ronaldo Dizon (seated from left to right) 

during the culmination of the 2-day training at Sitio Lantuyan, Baco.  
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Ms. Jilesa Dimaano (with snorkel), introduce the youth campers to seagrass habi-

tat, one of the coastal and marine habitats exposures during the 7th EYAC.  
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     There are more than 2,000 Marine Protected Areas (MPA) 

established by various local government units across the Philip-

pines and two of the best is located in Oriental Mindoro. Ranzo 

Fish Sanctuary in Pinamalayan and Silonay Mangrove Conserva-

tion and Ecopark in Calapan City were recently recognized dur-

ing the 2019 Para El Mar Awards which was held at Bahay ng 

Alumni, UP Diliman, Quezon City on October 23, 2019. The 

Ranzo Fish Sanctuary is adjudged as 2nd Runner-up for the Out-

standing Locally Managed MPA while the Silonay Mangrove 

Conservation and Ecopark is 1st Runner-up for the Best Man-

grove Award given by the Zoological Society of London.  

     The Para El Mar Awards is a biennial event that gives recogni-

tion to the best performing local MPAs in terms of practices and 

management. This prestigious award is on its 7th edition and is 

organized by the Marine Protected Areas Support Network. 

     Ranzo is the first MPA in the municipality of Pinamalayan 

which was established in 2006 and it covers an area of 39 hec-

tares. Silonay Mangrove was established in 2004 and covers an 

area of 41 hectares, it is not just a sanctuary for marine species 

but it also provides an ideal habitat for birds. These two is 

among the 40 MPAs established in the province that covers an 

aggregate area of 8,408 hectares.  

     The award is another testament of the Provincial Government’s 

commitment in the conservation and protection of its coastal and 

marine resources. In 2017 during the 6th Para El Mar, Agsalin Fish 

Sanctuary of Gloria is the champion MPA in the country while the 

Oriental Mindoro MPA and Fishery Law Enforcement Network was 

declared the champion MPA Network.  
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OrMin MPAs tops 2019 Para EL MAR Awards 
By Mark Malaza, Rhodora Emilia Ramiento and Marilyn Alcañices 

Silonay Mangrove Conservation EcoPark awarded as 2019 Best Mangrove Award 

1st Runner-up with Dr. Jurgenne H. Primavera - ZSL Country Director, Ms. Christine 

M. Pine, Ms. Marilyn M Alcañices - PAgO Fisheries and Coastal Resource Manage-

ment Chief and Mr. Benecio Vergara - SNPS Chairman. 

Ranzo Fish Sanctuary 2nd Runner-up Outstanding locally-managed MPA in the Philippines during the 7th Para El MAR Awards 

and Recognition Ceremonies in UP DIliman (Oct. 23, 2019) with Mayor Aristeo Baldos and MFI Executive Director Karen Aga-

bin, Ms. Christine M. Pine - Provincial Agriculturist, and Dr. Porfirio M. Alino - MSN Director. 
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Naujan awarded as Best Dressed Booth LGU; 
DJMV Farm hailed as Most Promising Site 

By Mariannell Ramos 

     In the recently concluded Oriental Mindoro Product Expo held on 
November 11-14, 2019 as part of the 69th Founding Anniversary 
Celebration of the province, Municipality of Naujan was hailed as 
Best Dressed Booth and DJMV Healing Farm as the Most Promis-
ing Learning Site/ Farm Tourism Site where they both received Php 
40,000.00 cash prize and plaque.  
 
     Aside from promoting and showcasing the unique and diverse 
agricultural products of the province, the activity also served as a 
friendly competition among LGUs and learning sites.  There are two 
categories: LGU Category for all municipality and city of the prov-
ince and Learning Site/ Farm Tourism Site Category. 
 
    City of Calapan won as Top 2 Best Dressed Booth, followed by 
Municipality of San Teodoro where they received plaques and priz-
es of Php 30,000.00 and Php 20,000.00, respectively. Non-winning 
LGUs received certificate of appreciation and a consolation prize of 
Php 12,000.00. Kuatro Maria Agri Ecological Farm was hailed as 
Second Most Promising Site, followed by Victoria Nature Park, 
awarded with plaque and Php 20,000.00 and Php 15,000.00 cash 
prize respectively. Participating sites received Php 5,000.00 consola-
tion prize.  
 
     Mr. Arnel E. Hutalla, Provincial Director of Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), Mr. Jesse M. Pine, Provincial Director of Depart-
ment of Science and Technology (DOST), and Ms. Marilyn Gonda, 
Development Management Officer I of Agricultural Training Institute 
(ATI) served as judges of the activity. 
 
     Through this activity, PAgO hopes that learning sites/ farm tour-
ism sites in the province will be inspired to further enhance their 
farms, and more farmers will be enticed to have their farms accredit-
ed as learning sites. Significantly, it wishes to serve as an avenue to 
create market network and linkages. 
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1st place winners during the Oriental Mindoro Product Expo. Municipality of 
Naujan (topmost photo), Best Dressed Booth—LGU Category.  DJMV Healing 
Farm (above) Most Promising Site for the farm tourism/learning site category. 

Snapshots from the Oriental Mindoro Product Expo ribbon cutting ceremony (top left) with Gov. Bonz Dolor and Vice Gov. CA Jojo Perez; Gov. Bonz visiting Victoria 
Nature Park booth (top center) and Municipality of Socorro booth (top right); the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office booth (below right); DJMV owner Mr. Dewey Albufera 
with Gov. Bonz Dolor and PA Pine during the awarding of prizes at OMNHS Grandstand (below center); and Product Expo visitors and customers ( below left). 
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Southern Palawan LGUs visit OrMin 

MPAs for benchmarking 
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    Delegates from Southern Palawan’s local government units of 

Aborlan, Narra, Sofronio Española, Brookes Point and Batarraza 

recently visited the province on November 19-21, 2019 for a 

cross-visit and learning experience of Oriental Mindoro’s Marine 

Protected Areas. The delegates are composed of Sangguniang 

Bayan members, Municipal Agricultural Officers and Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Resource Management Council. They were also 

joined by representatives from the Palawan Council for Sustaina-

ble Development and staff of SMARTSeas Project.  

     Among the MPAs they have visited includes the Silonay Man-

grove Conservation and Ecopark in Calapan City, Ranzo Fish 

Sanctuary in Pinamalayan, Agsalin Fish Sanctuary in Gloria, and 

Puerto Galera. The respective MPAs through their organizations 

and MAOs shared and presented to the visitors their success 

stories and best practices. These MPAs were already recognized 

as one of the country’s best managed MPAs. Agsalin won 1st 

place Outstanding Locally-Managed MPA during the 2017 Para El 

Mar, while Ranzo was awarded as 2nd runner-up Outstanding 

Locally-Managed MPA and Silonay as 1st Runner-up for Best 

Mangrove Award during this year’s edition of Para El Mar.  

     The activity was made possible through the SMARTSeas PH 

Project, whose pioneering project beneficiaries includes South-

ern Palawan and Oriental Mindoro. It aims to strengthen the 

conservation, protection and management of key marine biodi-

versity areas in the Philippines. The Fisheries and Coastal Re-

source Management Division of the Provincial Agriculturist’s 

Office led the implementation of these projects in the province.● 
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Southern Palawan LGUs delegates and SMARTSeas representatives with Ms. 

Marilyn Alcañices, PAgO - Fisheries and Coastal Resource Management Division 

Chief (leftmost) at the entrance of Puerto Galera Mangrove and Conservation 

Area, one of Oriental Mindoro’s Marine Protected Areas visited by the group. 

Nov. 19, 2019. 

 By MMalaza and RERamiento      The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office (PAGO) never ceased to pro-

vide all necessary approach to continuously capacitate and 

strengthen the farmers’ organizations thus a Training on Levelling-

Up Farmers’ Competency Towards Food Security was conducted at 

Calapan City and in the Municipality of Bongabong on November 19

-20 and November 21-22, 2019, respectively.  

      This two-part training was participated by 128 stakeholders 

composed of members of Rural-Based Organization (RBOs), Agricul-

ture and Fisheries Council, and Agricultural Extension Workers 

(AEWs). They learned the concept of leadership and community 

development through expert and practitioner in Social Develop-

ment Mr. John Mengry F. Valenzuela, who served as the resource 

speaker for the activity. Mr. Valenzuela gave motivational talk and 

emphasized the roles of a leader in an organization, his qualifica-

tions and characteristics critical for the success of the enterprise or 

a community. Likewise, the participants gained better appreciation 

of the importance of effective communication skills to resolve con-

flicts in organizations. 

     This training opens a window of opportunity for the stakeholders 

to improve their management skills towards a more harmonious 

connection and positive environment to work with.  

     The training has various group dynamic activities, puzzles and 

energizers that encourages the participants to be more cooperative 

and attentive. Selected participants from each municipality were 

called to give their impression of the training. Awarding of certifi-

cates to the resource speaker and participants and photo oppor-

tunity come afterwards.● 

PAgO capacitates RBOs on organizational and 

leadership skills                By Lariza Garcia and Jerald Obando         

The training participants, facilitators and resource person gather for a group 

photo during the culmination of the training activity at Bongabong View Hotel, 

November 22, 2019. 



                                                                      PROVINCIAL AGRICULTURE  NEWSLETTER 

PGOM-PAGO distributes crablets, 

sugpo and tilapia fry to OrMin   

fisherfolk and fishpond operators                 

                                                                                                                             

PAgO pushes for productivity of 
idle lands           By CGenerato, MRamos and JCezar      

     To encourage the transformation of idle lands into productive 
and income generating agricultural endeavor, the Provincial Agricul-
turist’s Office (PAgO) conducted Training on Innovative Solutions in 
Harnessing Idle Lands for Food Security on October 8-9, 2019 at 
Caagutayan, San Teodoro. Among the 25 participants were Indige-
nous People (IPs) and members of Mother’s Class of Saclag Associa-
tion. 
 
     Dr. Calixto M. Protacio, Professor IX from University of the Philip-
pines Los Banos (UPLB) shared his expertise on production technol-
ogies of jackfruit, mango, cacao, and pili. Dr. Domingo E. Angeles, 
Professor XII from UPLB discussed about production technologies of 
durian, papaya, and pineapple. Mr. Dewey M. Albufera, Magsasa-
kang Siyentista and owner of DJMV Farm tackled about Organic 
Vegetable Production and Farm Management.  

 
     Aside from the lecture-discussion, part of the program was site 
visit and assessment of commissioned experts on selected idle lands 
to identify appropriate interventions to be given. Inputs such as 
planting materials and fertilizers will be distributed to selected ben-
eficiaries.  

 
     This program 
wishes to ad-
dress increasing 
issues and prob-
lems concerning 
agricultural 
lands and to 
promote appre-
ciation and en-
gagement in 
agriculture.  

Ms. Cherry Mae Mingo, PAgO Agricultural Technologist gives a technical briefing for 

the recipients of crablets and fishing materials (inset) in Mahal na Panganlan, Cala-

pan City. December 11, 2019.  

 By  MAlcañices, CMMingo and LGarcia 

     In a continuous effort to support inland fishery production in 

the province, various dispersal of inputs for aquaculture produc-

tion was conducted by the Fisheries and Coastal Resource Man-

agement (FCRM) division of the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office 

(PAGO) under its Inland and Marine Productivity Enhancement 

Program. The provincewide activity benefitted a total of 31 fish-

erfolks and inland fishpond operators whose livelihood is de-

pendent on inland aquaculture production. 

tilapia fry dispersal 

    On October 31, 2019, PAGO distributed 20,000pcs of tilapia fry 

in the municipality of Victoria and 15,000 pcs of fry in Pola while 

35,000 pcs was given to fishpond operators in Brgy. Mirayan and 

Brgy. Sta. Theresa in Gloria on November 8, 2019. A total of 5.73 

hectare of tilapia production area was supported by this activity.  

crablets dispersal 

     Along with the training cum orientation of the Bantay Dagat 

Federation, the distribution of crablets was conducted at San 

Andres, Baco on November 8, 2019. PAGO also provided other 

inputs such as fishing net and fishing rope. Additionally, technical 

assistance in terms of proper cultural management in growing of 

tilapia, sugpo and crablets was also tendered to the recipients. 

This will help capacitate the fisherfolks and fishpond operators 

on proper handling and maintenance of production area suitable 

for the good growth of crabs.  The same activity was replicated at 

Mahal na Pangalan, Calapan City on December 11, 2019.  

sugpo fry dispersal 

     To further expand the aquaculture production of the province, 

the PAgO—FCRM dispersed 40,000 pcs fry to the municipality of 

Mansalay, 25,000 pcs fry to Calapan City and 10,680 pcs fry to 

the municipality of San Teodoro on December 13, 2019.Prior to 

the distribution, FCRM conducted an area inspection and valida-

tion to determine the viability of sugpo production in the area. 

This proposed aquasilviculture project of  Samahan ng mga Maliit 

na Mangingisda is located at Brgy. Mahal na Pangalan,  Calapan 

City. Recipients were provided with technical knowledge to 

properly maintain and manage sugpo production to maximize 

profitability for the association.● 
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Farmer cooperators from Brgy. Caagutayan, San Teodoro with 

PAgO team and UPLB experts Dr. Protacio and Dr. Angeles. 
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Bulalacao and Pinamalayan farmer contenders top 2019 

Provincial Rice Achievers Award                                        By Mark Malaza and Sarah Alma Relox 

     Farmer contenders from the municipality of Bulalacao and Pina-

malayan seized the top prize of the 2019 Provincial Rice Achievers 

Award given by the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office in recognition of 

their outstanding performance as high yielding rice farmers. Mrs. 

Alma M. Nool of Brgy. Cambunang, Bulalacao wins first place for the 

hybrid category while Mrs. Josephine Dela Cruz of Panggulayan, 

Pinamalayan tops the inbred rice production category. Both farmers 

will receive a cash prize of P55,000.00 and plaque. 

     A total of 18 farmer contenders from the different municipalities 

competed for this year’s PRAA. There were 10 entries for the hybrid 

category and 8 entries for the inbred category. Entries underwent a 

screening process before being officially recognized as contenders 

and they were likewise endorsed by their respective Farmer Associa-

tion’s and Municipal Agricultural Offices.  PAgO’s Rice Program im-

plementors led by Mr. Venerando M. Sanchez, Jr., OIC Agro-

Technology Resource Management Division; Engr. Jefte Bay-ongan, 

Provincial Rice Coordinator; and Ms. Sarah Alma Relox, Provincial 

Rice Report Officer spearheaded the PRAA 2019. 

 

     Mrs. Chenita L. Suarez of Sta. Rita, Pinamalayan and Mr. Felipe 

D. Perez of Malaya, Naujan wins 2nd and 3rd place respectively in 

the hybrid category. While Samuel Laudencia of Gen., Esco, 

Naujan and Mike Galang of Conrazon, Bansud wins 2nd and 3rd 

place respectively for the inbred category. Each winners will re-

ceive 35,000.00 and 25,000.00 respectively. Consolation prizes of 

7,000.00 will be also awarded to the farmer contenders. Similar-

ly, the winning extension workers and respective MAO’s will have 

cash incentives. 

PHOTO NEWS 

Josephine Dela Cruz, Pinamalayan (1st 

Place Inbred Category) 

Alma Nool, Bulalacao (1st Place 

Hybrid Category) 

Samuel Laudencia, Naujan 

(2nd Place Inbred Category) 

Mike Galang, Naujan (3rd 

Place Inbred Category) 

Felipe Perez, Naujan (3rd 

Place Inbred Category) 

Chenita Suarez, Pinama-

layan (3rd Place Hybrid) 

PAgO staff during OrMin’s 69th Foundation Anniversary, Oct. 15, 2019. PAgO staff during the Employee’s Day Celebration, September 27, 2019.  

Conservation Agreement Renewal Signing between MFI and Priority sites of Pola, 

Pinamalayan, Puerto Galera, Gloria and Bulalacao, with  Gloria Mayor  German D. 

Rodegerio , Ms. Karen H. Agabin of MFI, PAgO, MAOs, CRM Coordinators and POs.  

MAO Hector Ylagan of Puerto Galera welcomes the MAOs and extension workers 

from other municipalities during the MAOs Meeting held at Apartelle de Francesca, 

Puerto Galera. December 12, 2019. 


